
City of Santa Clara est, 1999

October 22, 2012
CITY COUNCIL MEETING

The Santa Clara City Council met on October 22, 2012. The meeting was called to order at 6:34 
P.M. by Mayor Jeff Hunt.  The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present for 
roll call was Councilman Felix, Councilman Folbre, Councilman Courtney and Councilman 
Jonassen.   Councilman Chamberlain was absent.

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes:
Councilmen reviewed the minutes.  Councilman Felix made a motion to approve the minutes 
from September 24, 2012, as corrected.   Councilman Folbre 2nd the motion.  Motion carried.  

Financial Report:
City Council reviewed September 25, 2012 to October 22, 2012 statement.  Councilman 
Courtney made a motion to accept, Councilman Felix seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Citizens to be Heard:
Mr. Ernie Cruz questioned if the council members have been training on the Open Meeting Act and 
commented on the process followed for setting the tax rate. 

Planning Commission Report:  Chairperson Peters was unable to attend City Council Meeting. 
The following topics were discussed at the October 8th, 2012 Planning Commission Meeting;

City Environment Control for the City of Santa Clara -
1.Do we have a need?
2.How would it be enforce?
3.How would it be paid for?

Process to be established for eligible local residents to request annexation into the city

City Development Committee met on Monday, October 15th, 2012 at City Hall 6:30 pm.  
Kiser Lane and Weil Road are schedule to begin November 2012.  The seal coat will be 
completed in March or April 2013 when weather warms up.

Marion Fire Department Agreement;
Agreement between the City of Santa Clara and Marion Fire Department is $3000.00 per year, 
due in January 2013 for FY 2012-2013.  Councilman Courtney made the motion to continue the 
agreement with Marion Fire Department at $3000.00.  Councilman Felix seconded the motion. 
Motion carried.

Marion Library Agreement:
Agreement between City of Santa Clara and Marion Community Library is $500.00 per year, due 
at this time. Councilman Jonassen made the motion to continue the agreement with Marion 
Community library at $500.00.  Councilman Felix seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
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Annexation procedure to bring property voluntarily into the City Limits Proper

City Council is putting together a check list for local residents that want their property to be 
voluntarily annexed into the City.  Mayor Hunt has contacted the City’s surveying company to 
get estimate costs for updated maps and costs for surveys.   Councilman Felix is checking with 
the county offices on what is available.  The city attorney has been asked what declarations need 
to be specified in the ordinance.   

Mayor Hunt will be putting the package together to include a time line that outlines the required 
schedule.   

Official Newspaper Ordinance renewal:

The Newspaper Ordinance is to be renewal yearly.  Councilman Jonassen made the motion to 
continue to use the Seguin Gazette Newspaper for the city as our official newspaper.  It was 
seconded by Councilman Folbre.  Motion carried.

Planning Commission Ordinance (2011-1) amendment:

First reading: by Mayor Hunt
AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE #2011-1

PLANNING COMMISSION

Where a Planning Commission member does not attend a Planning Commission meeting for three 
meetings in a row or a majority of meetings in a given year, and does not notify the Planning Commission 
chairperson as to the reason(s) for non-attendance or submit a written resignation the following will 
occur.  The Planning Commission Chairperson notifies the City Council person who appointed the 
member to the Planning Commission to terminate the appointment and appoint a new member to fill the 
remainder of the term.  Should the City Council person take no action within 45 days after notification, 
the Mayor will terminate the appointment and appoint a new member to fill the vacancy.

Councilman Folbre made the motion to adopt the first reading of the amendment to 2011-1.  Councilman 
Felix seconded the motion.  Motion Carried.

Setting of Tax Rate.  Correction; if needed; due to 2 Council members not being present:

The City's normal quorum is 3 out of 5, except were the City will impose taxes.  Then the quorum must 
have 2/3 (which is 4 of 5) of the council.  If two councilmen do not show up when setting the tax rate and 
the deadline passes (deadline date was 9-29-2012) the default tax rate is used.  In the city’s case, the 
default tax rate is the previous year’s rate which was 0.  As per Mr. Campbell (City of Santa Clara's 
Attorney, what the city passed for the new tax rate of 12 cents is void and because the city did not have a 
2/3 quorum and the deadline has passed to hold another meeting to get a 2/3 majority present.  A proposal 
was made to start early next year to set the 12 cent rate; to start in January 2013 with a schedule needed to 
meet deadlines to pass 12 cent tax rate and guarantee 2/3 quorum present.  In the past this has not been an 
issue since all or 4 out of the 5 council members where usually present at all meetings.



Page three--
City Council Meeting 10-22-2012

Continue on Setting of Tax Rate.  Correction; if needed; due to 2 Council members not being 
present. . .
Comment by Adam Campbell, the rollback limit of 8% tax increase only applies to maintenance 
and operations.  It does not apply to paying off debt. So if the citizens approved a bond, the we 
could increase taxes to pay off the bond just not to pay off M&O

Tax Roll Report Approval:

All council members were given a copy of Tax Roll Statement.  Councilman Jonassen made the motion to 
approval the Tax Roll Report, tax rate of 0%.  Councilman Felix seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
with 2 yes and 2 abstained.  Mayor voted yes.

Announcements by Mayor Hunt:

Councilman Folbre made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Courtney seconded the motion. 
Meeting adjourned.

Jeff Hunt                                                     Donna White
Mayor                                                         Secretary


